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SP ’s Land Forces
the only dedicated Land forces magazine for 
armies across asia-pacifi c

 
Realising the urgent need for a publication dedicated 
specifi cally to the army and homeland security forces, 
SP’s Land Forces was launched in February 2004. 
Inaugurated by the Indian Defence Minister at that 
time, the bi-monthly (6 issues a year) earned wide 
acclaim for its extensive updates, incisive analysis, 
diverse perspectives on contemporary issues, in-depth 
interviews and expert views. It became a preferred 
read among the top brass in the Army and Homeland 
security forces. The contents writt en by noted defence 
writers from India and abroad covered varied topics, 
including the latest global developments in weapon 
systems and technologies and security issues. 
Editorial thrust of the journal expanded with every 
issue to now cover the whole region.

In a country like India with limited 
support from the industry and 
market, initiating 50 years ago 
(in 1964) publishing magazines 
relating to Army, Navy and Aviation 
sectors without any interruption is a 
commendable job on the part of SP 
Guide Publications. By this, SP Guide 
Publications has established the fact 
that continuing quality work in any 
field would result in success.

—  Narendra Modi, 
Hon’ble prime Minister of india

As the role of Army expands to help and support other 
security forces and agencies in matt ers of Internal security, 
across the board national security forces in Asia are looking 
to transform with upgrades or fresh acquisitions. Whilst new 
acquisitions are key, this modernisation of Asian forces will 
see large investments in soldier modernisation, unmanned 
systems, future artillery and armoured vehicles, security 
equipment, etc. With rising defence and homeland security 
budgets and modernisation options, Asian and Middle East 
countries are taking the lead in the procurement of various 
capabilities and are optimising their increased budgets 
through acquisitions and upgrades of platforms and 
technologies.

SP’s Land Forces with Asia-Pacifi c distribution 
fi lls this requirement for a dedicated source of 
relevant information for Army and Homeland Security 
professionals in the Asia-Pacifi c region.
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This modernisation in a dynamic security environment 
including conventional and non-conventional theatre requires 
all national security force professionals to keep themselves 
regularly updated on the changing conditions.

SP’s Land Forces fi lls this huge requirement by 
covering changes in strategic/doctrinal viewpoints; 
rise in sub-conventional warfare and how this is driving 
changing requirements and capabilities for the soldier; 
overview, updates and developments from all Asian and 
Middle East countries; technical advancements in C4I, 
power, ballistic and armour protection, lightening the 
load and lethality; challenges and possible solutions with 
best practices; and other relevant information.

 No. of copies

Indian Army and Internal Security Forces 4,455

 Indian Ministries of Defence (MoD), 

Home Aff airs (MHA) & other Armed Forces 1,295

Indian Political & Policy Establishments 415

 Regional Distribution: (MoD, MHA, Armed Forces HQs 

and Homeland Security Forces HQs) Asia and Pacifi c 1,580

West Asia and Middle East 920

Military Industry (worldwide) 910

Promotional activities 200
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total print run 9,775
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Artillery Ammunition and Missiles: 
Destruction Power of Artillery

During 1850, solid shot, which was 
spherical in shape, and black powder were 
standard ammunition for guns. Howitzers 
fired hollow powder-filled shells which were 
ignited by wooden fuses filled with slow-
burning powder.

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
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Indian Artillery Celebrates 192nd Gunners Day
The Artillery is presently engaged in 
modernising in terms of equipment and 
support systems under ‘Make in India’ 
initiative of the Modi Government.

Lt General P.C. Katoch (Retd)
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Strategic Partnership for ‘Make in India’
In order to achieve the goal of self-reliance 
through ‘Make in India’, it is necessary to 
invest in long term indigenous capabilities 
through special partnership model.

Jayant Patil
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Equipment for Law Enforcement for 
Minimum Invasive Violence
Modern day law enforcement personnel 
have to operate in a more transparent 
society with increasingly complex laws of 
the land which include human rights where 
they are subject to greater accountability.

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
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Defeat the Night with Image Intensifiers
Sensor fusion combines image intensifier 
and thermal imaging technologies into one 
device. Such a combination enables a user 
to view the image in much greater part of 
the light spectrum which spans from visible 
to near-infrared to long-wave infrared and 
to see the image in the visible and thermal 
spectrum.

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
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20 Years of DSEI: Latest Land Warfare 
Developments
Out of six zones that make up the DSEI 
event, the Land Zone stood out with a vast 
array of innovative industrial advancements 
throughout the event.

Ayushee Chaudhary
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 LT GENERAL NARESH CHAND (RETD)

Role of Indian Artillery
The artillery has always been a battle win-
ning factor as it can shower death on the 
troops in the open and also 
destroy bunkers with deadly 
accuracy. This was clearly 
evident in Kargil where the 
Indian Artillery pulverized 
Pakistan bunkers, kept their 
heads down and made the 
task of  assaulting Indian 
infantry easier.

Modernisation of  Indian 
Artillery is based on the 
envisaged role in the current 
and future battle milieu. The 
role could be defined as the 
integrated and coordinated 
employment of  all avail-
able firepower resources to 
shape the battlefield and to 
degrade the enemy in con-
tact and in depth battle to 
achieve decisive victory of  
the enemy. The fire power 
could include all types of  
guns, mortars, missiles and 
where required the Indian 
Air Force.

Future battlefield. 
The future battlefield will be 
characterised by short and 
intense engagements; non- 
linear battles; simultane-
ity of  operations; increased 
battle field transparency; 
integrated and coordinated 
employment of  all fire power 
resources including pre-
cision and high lethality 
weapon systems in a hybrid 
warfare environment. The 
battle will be fought under 
the shadow of  a nuclear, 
biological and chemical 
warfare threat.

Artillery Rationalisation Plan 2000
There had been no acquisition of  guns 
for the Indian Artillery since 1987 when 
the acquisition of  39-calibre 155mm FH-
77B howitzers from Sweden’s AB Bofors 

in 1987 got embroiled in kickbacks and 
corruption. This lead to large voids in fire 
power when on the other hand the war sce-
nario visualised a two front war. This dic-
tated that the strength of  artillery should 

‘Future battlefield will be characterised by short and intense engagements requiring 
integrated and coordinated employment of all fire power resources including 
precision and high lethality weapon systems in a hybrid warfare environment.’

Modernisation of 
Artillery: Bigger Bang 
for the Buck

SP’s 
Military 
Yearbook 2019

BOOK YOUR COPY NOW!
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baesystems.com

On the 192nd Gunners’ Day, we reaffirm our 
commitment to support the Indian Artillery’s 
quest for modernisation and bespoke 
solutions. At BAE Systems, we are delighted 
to have begun delivering the M777 Ultra 
Lightweight Howitzer enabled by assembly, 
integration and testing in country. 

Wishing You a Happy 
Gunners’ Day

192ND GUNNERS 
DAY SPECIAL
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Pulwama to Balakot – Myths, Realities and 

Challenges

The larger strategic picture of evolving 

subcontinental geopolitics remains blurred 

in some of the myths, realities
 and 

challenges that merit a revie
w.

Lt General A.B. Shivane (Retd)
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Tactical Communications: Evolving 

Technology

Integrated tactical co
mmunications systems 

are expected to be the key in military 

communications trends as technology makes 

ever-advanced capabilities possible.

Lt General P.C. Katoch (Retd)
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Interview

Timothy Soine, Sr. Manager, Product 

Management, International Radio 

Products, Communication Systems, Harris 

Corporation.
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Indian Army’s Tactical Communications 

Programme

Army’s Tactical
 Communication System (TCS), 

which should have been fielded in year 2000 

was expected to kick-start 
in 2017 has been 

meandering till date.

Lt General P.C. Katoch (Retd)
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Electro-Optical Devices for Image Enhancing

Integration of thermal and laser imagery 

with electro-optic system
s is the way ahead 

for effective
 surveillance solutions by day 

and night in all weather conditions.

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
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The Gold Standard for Small Arms

SP’s Land Forces’ Vishal Thapar profiles 

some of the world’s most iconic military 

rifles, and also takes a p
eek into the Indian 

Army’s new Infantry weapons
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We need to move away from a hyped up national fervour bordering on jingoism 

orchestrated by a hyperbolic media to a balanced view on national security issues. 

A realistic 
assessment of our capabilities and limitations is imperative to adopt a 

mature approach.

Takeaways from 

Balakot

 GENERAL DEEPAK KAPOOR (RETD)

T
HE INDIAN AIR FORCE (IAF) 

needs to be complimented for a 

well planned, coordinated and 

meticulously executed strike on 

a crucial Jaish terror hub at Bala-

kot, located in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-

ince of  Pakistan.

While going ahead with Balakot strike, 

the government simultaneously sent out 

signals to indicate that it did not want to 

escalate matters to a full-fledged confron-

tation with Pakistan. Addressing of  the 

press conference, the Foreign Secretary 

(not the Defence Secretary) stressed on the 

‘preemptive’ and ‘non-military’ nature of  

the strike intended to convey to the inter-

national community and the other side 

that India had acted against terror and not 

Pakistan and its military. However, this did 

seem to give credence to the allegations by 

a section of  the public in both countries 

that it suited BJP’s electoral politics.

The Pakistani response a day later by 

sending its air force in broad daylight to 

attack Indian military installations along 

the Line of  Control (LC) in Naushehra 

Sector was nothing more than a blunder 

knowing fully well that the IAF would be 

prepared for such a retaliation and would 

arrange a befitting reception. No wonder 

they lost a F-16 and a pilot in the process. 

Obviously, their response too reflected an 

effort to buttress public opinion that Pak 

military is no pushover.

Wing Commander Abhinandan’s 

immediate release simultaneously with 

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 

repeated requests to India to start a dia-

logue to resolve issues depicted Pakistan 

as a nation wanting peace and shifted the 

focus of  the international community 

away from Pakistan’s cultivation of  terror 

infrastructure for proxy war in J&K. In the 

euphoria of  Abhinandan’s quick return, 

the shrill cacophony of  perceived victory 

orchestrated by Indian electronic media 

IAF Mirage 2000s launch 

Spice 2000 bombs

INDIA
The unique scene- 

matching algorithm of the 

Spice 2000 adjusts the flight 

path of the bomb

The smart bombs glide 

towards the target

BALAKOT

Map not drawn to scale and  

boundaries are only for representation

CHAKOTHI

Spice 2000s home in and 

penetrate the exact  

target location

LoC

ILLUSTRATION: Anoop Kamath

How it unfolded: A graphic showing the launch and strike by Spice 2000 smart bomb from IAF Mirage 2000 on February 26, 2019
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Indian Defence Industry

In order for India to possess a 

technologically advanced and self-sufficient 

defence industry, a lot will depend on 

maintaining a conducive eco-system for all 

stakeholders and a robust framework for 

effective i
mplementation of reforms.

Major General Arun Kumar Varma (Retd)
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Indian Army Modernisation: An Update

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has cleared
 

the restructuring of the Army headquarters 

which involves relocating 206 officers from 

the HQ to field areas

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
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DefExpo India 2020

Lt General P.C. Katoch (Retd)
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Changing Policy 

Environment Boosting 

‘Make in India’

The driver for a vibrant ‘Make in India’ will be the presence of a robust 

ecosystem energised and driven by the industry friendly policies, time 

stipulated outcomes with accountability and a policy of “Risk Sharing Gain 

Sharing”.
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