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First published in 1998 as a quarterly, not before long SP’s Aviation went bi-monthly and since 
2008, the journal has been coming out every month. The accelerated frequency reflects SP’s de-
termination to meet the expectations of our valued and discerning readers to gain an edge in all 
matters pertaining to aviation and aerospace at home and abroad. A product of the finest efforts 
from the house of SP’s (SP Guide Publications)—renowned for niche publishing since 1964—
SP’s Aviation showcases key updates, incisive analysis of events, perspectives on contemporary 
issues, interviews with those who matter in the aerospace fraternity and is persistent in its dedi-
cation to unravel the true picture. Breaking news, we firmly believe, is only the tip of the iceberg.

 �Civil Aviation Ministry 
forecasts that airlines in 
India will invest US$80 
billion while airports will 
require US$40 billion to 
cope with the demand. 

Everything that happens in the air in terms of technological develop-
ments, in terms of strategic plans, in terms of modernisation and expan-
sion plans of military aviation and civil aviation sectors. All the flying 
manned and unmanned machines, those who fly and those who look 
after relevant and technical issues on the ground are covered appropri-
ately. Interviews with the top brass of various sectors are also very part of 
editorial initiatives.

Areas Covereda

SP’s Aviation’s relentlessly expanding team comprises of some of the very finest thinking minds. Headed by Mr Jayant Baranwal, Editor in 
Chief, it includes some of the senior military personalities, renowned aviation experts from around the globe. To name a few:

Teamt
 �Air Chief Marshal (retd) F H Major

 �Air Chief Marshal (retd) S Krishnaswamy

 �Air Marshal (retd) Ajit Bhavnani

 �Air Marshal (retd) B K Pandey

 �Air Marshal (retd) V K Bhatia

 �Air Marshal (retd) V Patney

 �Air Marshal (retd) S Asthana

 �Group Captain A K Sachdev

 �Alan Peaford (UK)

 �Roy Braybrook (South Africa)

 �Andrew Brookes (UK)

 �H R Heitman (South Africa)

 �Anil R Pustam (West Indies)

 �Lon O Nordeen (USA)

 �Dr Sushant Deb (USA)

 �Geoff Thomas (UK)

 �Liz Moscrop (UK)

 �Rob Coppinger (UK)

 �Brendan Gallagher (UK)

 �David Fullbrook (Hong Kong)

SP’s Aviation is a medium that is the combination of the most refined, highly analytical and well-thought-of-articles on aerospace therefore 
unique in nature from Asia. It thus offers sharp penetration in the market which has become the centre point for the aerospace manufacturers 
around the globe. 

A *glimpse of the market (just India alone) and its potential:

Marketm

 �Mr Praful Patel, the Indian Civil Aviation 
Minister has suggested that India would 
require 400-500 business jets within the 
next 5 years on one hand while 600 to 
1,000 helicopters over the next 5 to 7 
years, on other.

 �The MRO 
(maintenance, repair 
and overhaul) market 
in India is likely to be 
US$1.4 billion by 2015.

*Estimates/ speculations based on various source of information. 
 These exclude various potentials that are further in offing but are yet to be surfaced in open.

SP’s Aviation, emerging as a pioneer and an aviation bible rather, in terms of quality reporting/ features/ articles/ analysis offers the most 
reliable medium to reach the key decision making authorities in these sectors.

a About Magazine

 �The Military Aviation market will be worth 
US$150 billion over next 20 years. Some of 
the major components are MMRCA, Transport 
for IAF, Helicopters requirements of Army and 
Navy, Maritime Patrol Aircraft for Navy, VIP 
and VVIP Jets for Indian Air Force and Govern-
mental organisations, apart from others.

c Circulation & Readership
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 � South & Central Asia (incl. India):	 13,500 copies

 � West Asia & Africa:	 1,800 copies

 �South-east Asia:	 1,300 copies

 �Americas:	 2,070 copies

 �Europe:	 1,980 copies

 �CIS:	 800 copies

r Readership Profile

 Total circulation: 21,450 copies

 Total print run: 21,850 copies

 Readership: 1,50,150 (average: 7 persons a copy)
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4 �Minister of External Affairs, Minister 

of Home Affairs 

4 �Governors, Chief Ministers, 
Members of Parliament

4 �Diplomats

Military 
Ministry of Defence (MoD)

4 �Defence Minister

4 Secretaries

4 Additional Secretaries

4 Joint Secretaries - DDP&S & DRDO

4 �Economic Advisor

4 �Financial Controller 

4 �Technical Managers

4 Financial Managers
DRDO (Defence R&D Organisation)

4 �Scientific Adviser to Defence 
Minister 

4 �Chief Controllers

4 �Technical Directorates

4 �Corporate Directorates

4 �R&D establishments
Army, Air Force, Navy, Coast 
Guard

4 �Chief of Air Staff

4 �Chief of Army Staff

4 �Chief of Navy Staff

4 �Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief

4 �Deputy Chiefs

4 �Air Officer in Chief Maintenance

4 �Assistant Chief of Air Staff - Plans

4 �Chief Engineers

4 �Chief Signal Officers

4 �General Officer Commanding

4 �Director General

4 �Additional Director General

4 �Deputy Director General

4 �Quarter Master General

4 �Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Finance

4 �Principal Directors, Staff Requirements

4 �Staff Officers

4 �Assistant Controller

4 �Principal Directors

4 �Director Generals

4 �Deputy Director General

Defence Public Sector 
Undertakings such as HAL, BEL 

4 �Managing Director

4 �Executive Director

4 �General Manager

Civil
Civil Aviation 

4 �Engineers Association
Ministry of Civil Aviation

4 �Minister of Civil Aviation 

4 �Joint Secretary

4 �Under Secretary

4 �Deputy Secretary

DGCA (Director General Civil 
Aviation, India)

4 �Deputy Director General 

4 �Deputy Director of Administration 

4 �Director

4 �Deputy Director

4 �Assistant Director

4 �Section Officer

4 �Senior Scientific Officers 

4 �Senior Pilots

4 �Flying Training Directorate

4 �Administration Directorate

4 �Air Safety Directorate

4 �Regulation & Information Directorate

4 �Library Chief

4 �Air Transport Directorate

4 �Flight Inspection Directorate

4 �Training & Licensing Directorate

4 �R&D Directorate
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security

4 �Commissioner

4 �Deputy Commissioner

4 �Regional Deputy Commissioner

4 �Controller of Explosive

Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Uran 
Academy

4 �Director

4 �Aerodrome Officer

4 �Instructor

4 �Technical Officer

AAI (Airport Authority of India), 
Major Airports, Pilots Guilds

4 �Assistant General Manager

4 �Airport Director

4 �Assistant General Manager

4 �Deputy General Manager

4 �Pilots & Co-Pilots

4 �Deputy Airport Director

4 �Executive Director

4 �General Manager

4 �Joint General Manager

4 �President

4 �Senior Manager
Global Airlines (incl Domestic 
players), Cargo Carriers, Regional 
Operators, Scheduled and Non-
Scheduled Operators/ Chartered 
Service Operators

4 �Chairman 

4 �Vice Chairman

4 �Directors

4 �Executive Directors

4 CEOs, COOs, CFOs

4 �Executive Vice Presidents

4 �General Managers

4 Pilots & Co-Pilots

Corporates/ OEMs
4 �Global Fortune 500 companies 

4 �Chairman/CEOs/COOs/Mg Dirs/Gen 
Mgrs/Marketing Heads

4 �Reg Mgrs/Tech Mgrs/Engineering/
Scientific & Design Management

4 �Heads - Aviation Department

4 �Public Relation Departments

4 �Delegation/Liaison Officials/Flight 
Operations and Maintenance

4 �Purchasing/Procurement/
Administrative Management

Space
4 �Chairman ISRO

4 �Scientific Advisers

4 �Satellite Operators

a Advertisers’ Reference

 Brazil
4Embraer Defence Division

4Embraer Commercial Jets

 Canada
4�Bombardier Business Jets Dvn

4�Bombardier Regional Aircraft Dvn

4�Bombardier Specialised &   
Amphibious Aircraft

4CAE

 Czech Republic
4Aero Vodochody 

 France
4ATR

4CFM International

4Dassault Aviation

4�Dassault Aviation Falcon Jet Dvn 

4MBDA 

4Rafale International

4Sagem

4Safran

4Snecma

4Turbomeca

 Germany
4EADS 

4Eurofighter 

4Eurojet

 India
4Bharat Electronics

4Bharat Earth Movers	

4Hindustan Aeronautics

4Indo Pacific Aviation Limited

4Pawan Hans Helicopters 

4PDA Trade Fairs

 Israel
4Elbit Systems 

4Elisra 

4El-Op

4�Israel Aerospace Industries Corporate 

4�Israel Aerospace Industries  
Elta Dvn

4�Israel Aerospace Industries  
Lahav Dvn

4�Israel Aerospace Industries  
Malat Dvn

4�Israel Aerospace Industries  
MLM Dvn

4Israel Military Industries 

4Rafael 

4Tadiran Communications 

 Italy
4AgustaWestland

4Alenia Aeronautica

4Elettronica

4Finmeccanica 

4Selex Communications

4Selex Galileo

 Russia/ CIS
4Almaz-Antey

4Izhmash

4KBP Instrument Design Bureau 

4MiG ‘RAC’ 

4Ramenskoye

4�Rosvoorouzhenie/ Rosoboronexport 

4Salut 

4Sukhoi Civil Aircraft	

4Tactical Missiles Corp

4Ulianovsk Mech Plant

4Yakovlev Design Bureau

 Switzerland
4Breitling

 South Africa
4Armscor 

4Cumulus

4Denel

 Spain
4Airbus Military

4EADS CASA 

4Indra

 Sweden
4Gripen 

4Saab Military Aircraft

 Turkey
4Aselsan 

 UK 
4British Aerospace 

4Rolls-Royce 

4Wallop Defence

 USA
4�Boeing Commercial Aircraft Dvn 

4Boeing F-18 Dvn

4Boeing Helicopters Dvn

4Boeing IDS

4�Boeing Multi-Mission  
Aircraft Dvn

4Cessna

4Gulfstream

4Honeywell

4ITT Industries

4�Lockheed Martin Aeronautical Systems

4Lockheed Martin Corporate

4�Northrop Grumman Electronic Sys

4�Northrop Grumman Integrated Sys

4Pratt & Whitney

4Raytheon

4Rockwell Collins

4TEAC Aerospace Technologies

SP’s Aviation’s recognition reflects in the fact that the global advertiser’s base is consistently expanding. It has emerged as a medium, the 
major players would like to be seen with.

t Testimonials

 �“I am thankful for copies of SP’s Aviation.” 
Narendra Modi, Chief Minister – Gujarat

 �“I am happy that SP’s Aviation raised an 
important issue of Global Emissions. ” 
Vilasrao Deshmukh, Chief Minister 
– Maharashtra

 �“SP’s Aviation is most informative and 

useful.” 
Mani Shankar Aiyar, Sports Minister

 �“Thanks for latest SP’s Aviation addressed 
to Mr Ratan Tata.” 
GM – Chairman office, Tata Sons

 �“SP’s Aviation has grown and proved to be 
a widely read magazine. An informative and 

interesting reading.” 
Air Chief Marshal P V Naik, IAF Chief

 �“Thanks on behalf of the Director General. 
We do appreciate the effort of promoting 
civil aviation sector in the region.” 
S I Magamamudali, Dy Director – HR 
& Office Management, Civil Aviation 
Authority of Sri Lanka
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GE AVIATION
With its headquarters in Evendale, Ohio, GE Aviation is a 
subsidiary of General Electric Company (GE), one of the 
largest corporations in the world. GE Aviation is a part of 
GE Technology Infrastructure. Globally, the company is the 
leading supplier of aircraft engines for a variety of commer-
cial aircraft. GE Aviation’s main competitors in the engine 
market are Pratt & Whitney and Rolls-Royce.

In 1892, the amalgamation of The Edison General Elec-
tric Company founded by Thomas Alva Edison with two oth-
er electric companies, led to the formation of The General 
Electric Company (GE). In the early days, the company was 
engaged in the development of a turbine engine to gener-
ate electric power. In 1903, GE successfully developed the 
world’s largest steam turbine generator. GE made its entry 
into the regime of aero engine technology through the devel-
opment of the turbo-superchargers that utilised the energy 
of exhaust gasses to drive a turbine to enhance engine per-
formance at higher altitudes. This technology was incorpo-
rated on the B-17 Flying Fortress as well as on several other 
World War II aircraft. 

In 1941, GE received its first contract from the US Army 
Air Corps to build a gas turbine engine based on Frank 
Whittle’s design. A number of other designs followed, but 
the first jet engine produced in large numbers in the US was 
the J31. This followed other successful designs such as the 
J33 powering the P80 Shooting Star, the J47 for the F-86 
Sabre Jet used extensively in the Korean War. With over 
35,000 engines delivered, the 
J47 was also the first turbojet 
certified for civil application. 
After 30 years of operational 

By Air Marshal (Retd)  
B.K. Pandey, Bengaluru

Leading aero engine manufacturers General 
Electric and Pratt & Whitney are competitors as 
well as partners. Browse through the third part 
of the article to know more about the players 

dominating the US aerospace industry.

AEROSPACE 
MAJORS 

FUEL EFFICIENT &  
LOW EMISSION: BOEING 

COMPLETES FIRST 787  
GENX ENGINE RUN  
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CEOSPEAK  RALPH D. HEATH

We are the  
only provider  

of the fifth  
generation  
aircraft to  
the world

Besides serving the US forces, 
Lockheed Martin is serving 

the security needs of defence 
forces across the world. At the 
backdrop of Farnborough Air 
Show 2010 in London, Ralph 

Heath, Executive Vice President, 
Lockheed Martin Corporation 

and President, Lockheed Martin 
Aeronautics Company spoke 

to SP’s Editor-in-Chief Jayant 
Baranwal about the capabilities 

of the company.

Jayant Baranwal (SP’s): How do you perceive the trend 
of global market for military aviation?
Ralph Heath (Heath): Well, although there are some eco-
nomic challenges to all nations, the one thing that is true is 
that nations around the world need to continue to have the 
capabilities and the technologies that allow them to main-
tain their national security. So we see that continuing and a 
very clear path ahead. We at Lockheed Martin are a commit-
ted part of the industry that will support all governments in 
meeting their needs.

SP’s: Which markets have been the rewarding markets 
for Lockheed Martin Aeronautics and which markets 
need more efforts and why?
Heath: There are two aspects—geographic and product 
specific. To start with geographic, we have enjoyed success 
globally. Starting with the US, and then internationally, we 
have had substantial experience and success with both F-16 
and C-130 for many decades.  We are now embarking on the 
F-35, which is taking us to new levels of experience and op-
portunity. From the products that are made, our  thrusts are 
combat aircraft and air mobility in both the tactical and stra-
tegic portions of that particular market. The combat aircraft 
we believe is the finest fourth generation aircraft around the 
world that we have seen is the F-16, which continues to mod-
ernise. The F-16 IN Super Viper that we offer to the IAF is the 
pre-eminent capability of any fourth generation fighter in the 
world and we are very confident that the information that 
supports that point is being recognised by the Indian govern-
ment. We are also the only producer of the fifth generation 
aircraft—the F-22 and F-35. It is clear that all air forces will 
move towards fifth generation capabilities at the earliest op-
portunity. So we feel we are at a very important and strategic 
position because we are the only provider of the fifth genera-
tion aircraft in the world. The C-130 has enjoyed resurgences.  
The C-130J which the Indian Air Force has purchased has 
been developed in the last decade and has been demonstrat-
ing its phenomenal capability with latest technology incorpo-
rated in the propulsion and in the payload delivery systems. 
We are seeing very strong potential to continue to build C-
130s for certainly at least another decade as nations recapi-
talise their fleets. That also happens with the United States 
Air Force. We modernised the C-5, the strategic airlifter. It 
is only employed by the US Air Force today but has amazing 
capability, certainly unparalleled in the world in terms of pay-
load, having recently set 42 world records in payload to alti-
tude It is very efficient set in operations, and has very mod-
ern, high efficiency engines and equipment. What is often not 
recognised is our involvement in unmanned aircraft. This is a 
strategic thrust, and when eventually the unmanned aircraft 
market emerges we believe we will be positioned quite well 
to be a key competitor in the market place.

SP’s: Which market has been the most rewarding across 
the globe for Lockheed Martin, following the merger of 
Lockheed Aeronautics Systems and Martin Marietta?
Heath: We have actually covered a number of those. Twenty-
five nations have re-capitalised their combat fighter forces 
with the F-16, which started production 30 years ago and 
is still going. We are confident that we will continue seeing 
production of F-16 for quite some time. It is surpassing the PH
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emplified India’s resolve to 
bridge and bridge fast enough 
the infrastructure deficit in the 
country, Civil Aviation Minister  
Praful Patel had a ready re-
sponse – 35 non-metro airports 
would be upgraded in a pub-
lic-private partnership model 
by 2011. The Chennai and 
Mumbai airport upgradation 
programmes were on course 
and these developments were 

setting the tone for India’s transformation, he pointed out.
Considering the fact that India is soon moving towards the 

top five aviation markets in the world, from its present posi-
tion of ninth, the new terminal and other airports (Hyderabad 
and Bengaluru are fine examples of Greenfield airport devel-
opments on a global scale) will herald that. It is estimated that 
India’s aviation sector has the potential to absorb up to US $ 
120 billion of investment by the year 2020 and accordingly W

hen the Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh 
dedicated to the nation the Terminal 3 
of Indira Gandhi International Airport, 
Delhi on July 3, he signalled the landing 
of India on the world aviation map. The 
swanky terminal built in a record time of 

37 months at a cost of Rs 10,000 crore is not just a milestone 
for the Indian aviation industry, 
but a clear indicator of India’s 
capabilities in creating world 
class infrastructure.

While the Prime Minister 
pointed out that the project ex-

Congratulations once again to Delhi 
International Airport Limited for 

making the country proud. The new 
IGIA terminal is a clear indicator 

that India is capable enough to 
create world class infrastructure. 

erminologyT The New3
MAKING HISTORY: THE PRIME 
MINISTER, DR MANMOHAN 
SINGH INAUGURATING THE 
INTEGRATED T-3 TERMINAL 
OF THE INDIRA GANDHI 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, IN 
NEW DELHI ON JULY 3, 2010. 
THE CHAIRPERSON, UPA SONIA 
GANDHI, MINISTER FOR CIVIL 
AVIATION, PRAFUL PATEL AND 
THE CHIEF MINISTER OF DELHI, 
SHEILA DIKSHIT ARE ALSO 
SEEN ALONG WITH DR SINGH.

 www.spsaviation.net

CIVIL  INFRASTRUCTURE

Air India first mover at T3
Air India which is the first mover at T3 hopes to develop a formidable 

primary hub, from which it will be able to connect ‘India to the World’. 
Its first flight at T3 landed on July 14 from New York, signifying how the hub 
is going to facilitate seamless passenger experience. 

22 international destinations
Air India which has partnered with DIAL has set goals of providing unmatched 
choice of destinations from Delhi. With the commencement of services to 
Melbourne and Chicago and resumption of services to Seoul, the national car-
rier will be serving a total of 22 international destinations from Delhi compris-
ing New York, Chicago, Toronto, London, Frankfurt, Paris, Tokyo, Melbourne, 
Hong Kong, Osaka, Seoul, Shanghai, Singapore, Bangkok, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, 
Muscat, Jeddah, Riyadh, Dammam, Kathmandu and Kabul. 

Over one lakh seats per week
On the domestic front, Air India would be connecting 47 destinations from 
T3, thus expanding its seats on offer on all its services from 82,000 seats 
per week to about 1,04,00 seats per week in each direction, an increase of 
over 25 per cent. 

Chairman and Managing Director of Air India, Arvind Jadhav said “T3 
is part of Air India’s turnaround plan. It will benefit the airline by increas-
ing its revenue by 8-9 per cent in the short-term and 10-15 per cent in the 
long-term”. •PH
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By R. Chandrakanth

SUPER JUMBO LANDS AT 
T3: EMIRATES AIRLINES 
AIRBUS A380, WORLD’S 

LARGEST PASSENGER 
AIRLINER, DOCKED AT T3 AT 

3.30 PM ON JULY 15


