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With the overall economic development in the 
Asia-Pacific region, India has been spurred 
to build a navy which is not confined only to 
coastal defence. Like most of the countries 
in Asia, India is  critically dependent on seas 
for trade. Also, after the agreement on Law of 
the Seas, maritime interests such as Exclusive 
Economic Zone, Continental Shelf, etc., and the 
right to economic exploitation of these assets 
have imposed enormous responsibility on the 

Navy to guard these interests.
Also, India is confronted with a number of 

maritime challenges and need to re-evaluate the 
threat perceptions and defence strategies which, in 
turn, are leading to fundamental doctrinal changes. 
It is against the above backdrop that India is 
acquiring a navy for sea power and force projection 
that is commensurate to their requirements and 
leading the current drive toward modernisation of 
Naval forces.

perspective

SP’s Naval Forces 
the pure naval magazine

 
SP’s Naval Forces was conceptualised as there 
was no magazine solely dedicated to Navy in Asia. 
Within days of its launch, SP’s Naval Forces became 
a preferred read amongst the top brass in Indian 
Navy and Ministry of Defence. The contents writt en 
by noted defence writers from India and abroad 
covered varied topics, including the latest global 
developments in weapon systems and technologies, 
and security issues. The editorial thrust of the journal, 
largely India-centric to begin with expanded with 
every subsequent issue.

The bi-monthly (6 issues a year) magazine 
quickly established itself and earned wide acclaim 
for its extensive updates, incisive analysis, diverse 
perspectives on contemporary issues, in-depth 
interviews and expert views. Having carved a niche 
for itself, the magazine has earned itself a coveted 
position, the publication is now all geared up for an 
accelerated pace of growth.

In a country like India with limited 
support from the industry and 
market, initiating 50 years ago 
(in 1964) publishing magazines 
relating to Army, Navy and Aviation 
sectors without any interruption is 
a commendable job on the part of 
SP Guide Publications. By this, SP 
Guide Publications has established 
the fact that continuing quality work 
in any field would result in success.

—  narendra modi, 
Hon’ble prime minister of india

oUr maGaZine

SP’s Naval Forces reaches the largest selection of key players in policy and decision making on 
naval ma� ers.
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india – one of tHe LarGest navaL marKet in tHe WorLd
Induction of new assets are progressing in consonance with 
the Indian Navy’s perspective plans. Multiple ships are under 
construction in Indian shipyards so that the war-fi ghting 
capability of the Navy’s surface fl eet is augmented. Work on 
Indigenous Aircraft  Carriers, is progressing well. Off shore 
Patrol Vessels, Survey Vessels, Shallow Water Anti-Submarine 
Warfare Craft  and Diving Support Vessels are in various stages 
of procurement. Modernisation of the submarine arm is also well 
underway. Measures are also underway to bolster the aviation 
arm of the Navy by induction of new fi ghters, surveillance aircraft  
and ship-borne helicopters.

Policy reforms by the Government, such as the Strategic 
Partnership Model and the Technology Development Fund, 
have emerged as catalysts for Indian Navy’s goal of self-
reliance. Indigenous development of sensor suites such as 
Next Generation SONAR, Combat Management System and 
Torpedo Fire Control System are encouraging. Projects worth 
about `40,000 crore for participation by private shipyards are 
ongoing. 

The coastal security market is also on track for an expected 
double digit CAGR due to the increasing threat of cross border 
terrorism, maritime crimes, illegal immigration, drug traffi  cking 
and border disputes. In particular, the patrol ship segment is 
growing rapidly.

SP’s Naval Forces, aims to fi ll this requirement for a dedicated 
source of relevant information for Naval professionals.
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Navy’s Quest for 
Modernisation

Under the plan, the Navy aims to have a 
force level of 200 ships, 500 aircraft and 24 
attack submarines. At present, the Navy 
has around 132 ships, 220 aircraft and 15 
submarines.

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
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Maritime Surveillance

With the centre of gravity of conflict veering 
towards the Indian Ocean, the requirement 
of maritime surveillance of the Indian Navy 
(IN) is in more limelight.

Lt General P.C. Katoch (Retd)
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Action Stations: Submarine 
Battle Ahead

Vishal Thapar analyses how the Project 75(I) 
competition is poised after the shortlisting 
of contenders and points out the pitfalls that 
may be encountered ahead, as India ambi-
tiously seeks to leverage this programme to 
gain submarine-building autonomy.

Vishal Thapar
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LEAD STORY

Indian Navy:
A Formidable Blue Water 
Force in the Making
India needs a modern Navy to protect its maritime interests and shoulder additional 
responsibilities, particularly in the current geo-political and security situation that 
prevails in the Indian Ocean region

n SALONI SALIL

T
HE INDIAN NAVY, WHICH is 
the principle manifestation of 
India’s maritime power, aims to 
govern two oceans, the Indian 
Ocean as well the Pacific. It has 

been making untiring efforts to augment 
its naval prowess. However, its efforts 
have been hinged by various impediments 
such as budgetary constraints, Indian mili-
tary industry facing several structural 
dysfunctionalities, thereby, retarding the 
Indian Navy modernisation ambitions. 

Given the geopolitical nuances in the 
Indian Ocean, the Indian Navy needs to 
transform itself into a builder’s navy and 
achieve nation building through shipbuild-
ing. What is left to be witnessed is, will 
the Indian Navy become a formidable blue 
water force to reckon with in the future.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi while 
addressing the nation on Navy Day 2019, 
rightly took us back to the history of 
the Chola Kingdom. The Chola Navy was 
considered one of the strongest navy of 
its time and one of the major reasons 
behind the Chola’s economic supremacy. 

This stands true even in the 21st century. 
The Indian Navy, a partner in progress, 
has been shouldering the aspirations of a 
New India, a young nation, on the move 
transforming itself into a modern nation. 
The commanding heights that the Indian 
Ocean enjoys is well known — Admiral 
Alfred T. Mahan highlighted strategic 
importance of the Indian Ocean in these 
words, whoever attains maritime suprem-
acy in the Indian Ocean would be a promi-
nent player on the international scene.

Just like the seas, geopolitical environ-
ment has constant change in its nature 

INS Vikramaditya, flagship of the Indian Navy

Sikorsky MH-60R - 
likely to be signed for Indian Navy under FMS

Navantia S-80 Plus-class submarine

Indian Navy’s Khanderi stealth submarine
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Nuclear Submarines— 

Deep and Deadly Killer

‘In an era such as this, a credible nuclear 

deterrent is the need of the hour,’ said Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in November 2018 

as he announced that India’s first SSBN had 

successfully completed its first armed patrol. 

The success of the INS Arihant, ‘gives a 

fitting response to those who indulge in 

nuclear blackmail,’ stressed Modi.

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
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Anti-submarine Warfare

John Holland designer of the US Navy’s 

first commissioned submarine, said in 1900 

that “the submarine is indeed a ‘sea-devil,’ 

against which no means we possess at 

present can prevail.”

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
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Israeli Naval Industry—  

Key Technologies

Israel Shipyards Ltd., has been in existence 

since 1959, providing a wide range of activi-

ties like Ship Design; Ship Repair; Project 

management and execution, and Technical 

and logistical support. It provides Smart 

design and stringent quality assurance.

SP’s Correspondent
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India’s Conventional 

Submarine Force 

Present and Future

The DAC, approved on January 31, 2019, the construction of six diesel-electric 

submarines with AIP at a cost of over `45,000 crore (about $6.3 billion). This is the 

second project under the MoD’s ambitious Strategic Partnership (SP) model that aims 

at providing a significant fillip to the Government’s ‘Make in India’ programme

n LT GENERAL NARESH CHAND (RETD)

T
HE INDIAN NAVY’S (IN) current 

concept of evaluating combat 

power in the ‘number of plat-

forms’ has shifted to ‘capabil-

ity’ based combat power. Thus 

their perspective plans are now tilted 

towards this concept. The IN’s 30 years 

submarine construction plan launched in 

1999 has not proceeded as anticipated. 

The Maritime Capability Perspective Plan 

(MCPP) launched in 2012, envisages at 

least 18 conventional submarines as com-

pared to 24 in 1997. However the comple-

tion of the Kalvari Class project and the 

final approval to build six additional 

diesel-electric submarines with Air Inde-

pendent Propulsion (AIP) under Project 75 

(India), when given will leverage towards 

filling the chasm in the existing and 

future capability based combat power.

Current Force Level

Kalvari Class. INS Kalvari is the first of 

the six Scorpene class submarines built 

under Project 75 which was commissioned 

on December 14, 2017. The second sub-

marine under this class INS Khanderi was 

commissioned on September 28, 2019. 

The Kalvari-class is reported to be armed 

with French-made Exocet SM39 anti-ship 

missile; a sea-skimming, subsonic, solid-

fuelled anti-ship missile with an estimated 

INS Kalveri

Torbuster is a  

fourth-generation torpedo 

countermeasure for submarines
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Expanding Operational Footprints of the Indian Navy

Commodore Lalit Kapur (Retd)
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Indian Navy: The Primary Instrument of India’s Sea Power

Rear Admiral Sushil Ramsay (Retd)
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INEC 2018: Innovation and Inspiration
Commodore (Dr) R.K. Rana (Retd)
PAGE 15
Bilateral Indian Navy and Royal Navy Exercise Konkan-18

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
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Naval Technologiesat the Forefront

Rear Admiral Sushil Ramsay (Retd)
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Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise 2018Rear Admiral Sushil Ramsay (Retd)
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COVER STORY

“As we surge ahead in the 21st century, the attention of the entire  
world is focused on the Indian Ocean region, where our  

Navy is increasingly seen as a ‘net security provider’.” 
 —Admiral Sunil Lanba, Chief of the Naval Staff

Indian Navy Mission Deployed  and Combat Ready

I

ADMIRAL SUNIL LANBA 
PVSM, AVSM, ADC

Chief of the Naval Staff Integrated Headquarters Ministry of Defence  
(Navy) 

Integrated Headquarters 

MESSAGE
am pleased to learn that the SP Guide Publications is publishing a special issue of SP’s Naval Forces 

on the occasion of Navy Day covering the role and achievements of the Indian Navy.

This publication offers its readers a broad perspective of Indian Navy’s pivotal role in safeguarding and 

promoting national security in the maritime domain. The Indian Navy has evolved in size and capability 

commensurate with its steadily expanding mandate and growing significance to national security. The Navy’s 

operational footprint has correspondingly extended covering the Indian Ocean Region and beyond.

I am confident that SP Guide Publications will continue to provide valuable insights in the forthcoming years 

and be of interest to stakeholders at different levels of our national security apparatus as well as people from all 

walks of life with an interest in matters military.I wish the publication the very best in all its endeavours.

(Sunil Lanba) 
Admiral  Chief of the Naval Staff

Continued on page 3...

INDIAN  NAVY DAY  SPECIAL
2018

“As we surge ahead in the 21st century, the attention of the entire 

“As we surge ahead in the 21st century, the attention of the entire 

“

world is focused on the Indian Ocean Navy is increasingly seen as a ‘net security provider’.

Indian Navy
Mission Deployed and Combat Ready
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