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SP’s Naval Forces 
The Pure Naval Magazine

 
SP’s Naval Forces was conceptualised as there 
was no magazine solely dedicated to Navy in Asia. 
Within days of its launch, SP’s Naval Forces became 
a preferred read amongst the top brass in Indian 
Navy and Ministry of Defence. The contents written 
by noted defence writers from India and abroad 
covered varied topics, including the latest global 
developments in weapon systems and technologies, 
and security issues. The editorial thrust of the journal, 
largely India-centric to begin with expanded with 
every subsequent issue.

The bi-monthly (6 issues a year) magazine 
quickly established itself and earned wide acclaim 
for its extensive updates, incisive analysis, diverse 
perspectives on contemporary issues, in-depth 
interviews and expert views. Having carved a niche 
for itself, the magazine has earned itself a coveted 
position, the publication is now all geared up for an 
accelerated pace of growth.

In a country like India with limited 
support from the industry and 
market, initiating 50 years ago 
(in 1964) publishing magazines 
relating to Army, Navy and Aviation 
sectors without any interruption is 
a commendable job on the part of 
SP Guide Publications. By this, SP 
Guide Publications has established 
the fact that continuing quality work 
in any field would result in success.

—  Narendra Modi,  
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India

With the overall economic development in the 
Asia-Pacific region, India has been spurred 
to build a navy which is not confined only to 
coastal defence. Like most of the countries 
in Asia, India is  critically dependent on seas 
for trade. Also, after the agreement on Law of 
the Seas, maritime interests such as Exclusive 
Economic Zone, Continental Shelf, etc., and the 
right to economic exploitation of these assets 
have imposed enormous responsibility on the 

Navy to guard these interests.
Also, India is confronted with a number of 

maritime challenges and need to re-evaluate the 
threat perceptions and defence strategies which, in 
turn, are leading to fundamental doctrinal changes. 
It is against the above backdrop that India is 
acquiring a navy for sea power and force projection 
that is commensurate to their requirements and 
leading the current drive toward modernisation of 
Naval forces.

PERSPECTIVE

OUR MagazINE

SP’s Naval Forces reaches the largest selection of key players in policy and decision making on 
naval matters.
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INdIa – ONE Of THE laRgEST NaVal MaRkET IN THE wORld
Induction of new assets are progressing in consonance with 
the Indian Navy’s perspective plans. Multiple ships are under 
construction in Indian shipyards so that the war-fighting 
capability of the Navy’s surface fleet is augmented. Work on 
Indigenous Aircraft Carriers, is progressing well. Offshore 
Patrol Vessels, Survey Vessels, Shallow Water Anti-Submarine 
Warfare Craft and Diving Support Vessels are in various stages 
of procurement. Modernisation of the submarine arm is also well 
underway. Measures are also underway to bolster the aviation 
arm of the Navy by induction of new fighters, surveillance aircraft 
and ship-borne helicopters.

Policy reforms by the Government, such as the Strategic 
Partnership Model and the Technology Development Fund, 
have emerged as catalysts for Indian Navy’s goal of self-
reliance. Indigenous development of sensor suites such as 
Next Generation SONAR, Combat Management System and 
Torpedo Fire Control System are encouraging. Projects worth 
about `40,000 crore for participation by private shipyards are 
ongoing. 

The coastal security market is also on track for an expected 
double digit CAGR due to the increasing threat of cross border 
terrorism, maritime crimes, illegal immigration, drug trafficking 
and border disputes. In particular, the patrol ship segment is 
growing rapidly.

SP’s Naval Forces, aims to fill this requirement for a dedicated 
source of relevant information for Naval professionals.

 No. of copies

 South Asia (including India) 7,700

Industry (worldwide) 500

Promotion 200

Stocks and Vouchers 100

Total Circulation 8500

Readership 1,00,000+
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Indo-US Pact on Communica-
tion Compatibility and Secu-
rity Memorandum Agreement

“The conclusion of the first ever Ministerial 
2+2 between India and the US is a concrete 
manifestation of the vision of our leaders, 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and 
President Donald Trump, to take the India-
US relationship to a new level.” —Nirmala 
Sitharaman, Defence Minister

Rear Admiral Sushil Ramsay (Retd)

PAGE 6
Government Nod for 24 MRH 
for Navy
Indian Navy is looking for the replacement of 
its legacy shipborne choppers for modern 
helicopters which can execute anti-subma-
rine, anti-surface warfare, electronic intel-
ligence, troop movement, special operations 
and commando roles.

Rohit Srivastava

PAGE 6
India One Step Closer to Naval 
Utility Hepter
In August last year, Indian Navy sent out a 
Request For Information (RFI) for 111 Naval 
Utility Helicopters. These choppers will 
replace the decades’ old Chetaks (Allouette 
III) which are reaching their airframe life.

Rohit Srivastava

PAGE 8
Operation Madad – Indian 
Navy’s ‘Madad’ to Kerala

On August 9, Indian Navy’s Southern Naval 
Command (SNC) at Kochi launched Operation 
‘Madad’ for assisting state government. In the 
flood where Kerala lost around 450 people, 
Indian Navy was one of the first responders.

Rohit Srivastava
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PHOTOGRAPH: Narendra Modi/twitter

Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman welcomed US Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo and Defence Secretary 
James Mattis, for the inaugural India-US Ministerial 2+2 Dialogue. They welcomed the 
launch of the 2+2 Dialogue as a reflection of the shared commitment by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and President Donald Trump to provide a positive, forward-looking 
vision for the India-US strategic partnership.

SEE PAGE 12

2+2 Dialogue 
A Quantum Leap in Indo-US 
Strategic Partnership

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the US Secretary of State, Michael R. Pompeo and the US Secretary of Defence, James Mattis,  
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in New Delhi on September 6, 2018.
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China Ups the Ante

China is sensitive when another nation 

challenges its autonomy of the South 

China Sea. The last freedom of navigation 

operation’ (FONOP) exercise by US resulted 

in China accusing the US of “serious political 

and military provocation”.

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)

PAGE 5

Malabar 2018 – Geopolitical 

Repositioning in Indo-Pacific

Since its beginning in 1992, Malabar exercise, 

the annual maritime exercise of India and 

United States (US), is going from strength to 

strength. In 2018 edition the exercise travelled 

to Guam which suggests emergence of a 

new strategic framework in the Indo-Pacific.

Rohit Srivastava
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Navantia and L&T Unveil LPD 

for India

Navantia is highly devoted to ‘Make in India’ 

premises and offers a well proven design that 

will contribute to the national defence and 

security, as well as the transfer of technology

Rohit Srivastava

PAGE 10

RIMPAC 2018

26 nations, 47 surface ships, five submarines, 

18 national land forces, and over 200 aircraft 

and 25,000 personnel participated in the RIM-

PAC from June 27 to August 2, 2018, in the 

Hawaiian Islands and Southern California.

Rear Admiral Sushil Ramsay (Retd)
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Naval Commanders’ 

Conference

The Defence Minister extended support to the 

long-term capability acquisition plans of the 

Indian Navy that have been formulated with a 

strategic view of the Indo-Pacific Region.

Rear Admiral Sushil Ramsay (Retd)
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PHOTOGRAPH: Indian Navy

“It’s not the girls achieving, it’s the youngsters from India achieving. The women of this 

country have shown that it is possible for the youngsters, if they want to do something, 

that they can indeed do it, by showing commitment, grit and dedication.”

—Nirmala Sitharaman, Defence Minister

Navika Sagar  

Parikrama 

by All-Woman Crew

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba with the Indian Navy’s six-member all-women crew who arrived in Panaji after 

circumnavigating the globe in over eight months on board the naval vessel INSV Tarini on May 21, 2018

SEE PAGE 12
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India-US Maritime Cooperation

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has indicated a maritime vision for Indian–Pacific Region and the concept of Indo-Pacific security. He is convinced that India’s development depends upon the freedom of sea lanes of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. In his policy of not only ‘Look East but also act East’, he has reached out to other maritime nations in the region like Japan, US and Australia.Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
PAGE 8
Navy’s Spy in the SkyNaval rotary UAVs (NRUAVs) can perform all the maritime UAV missions with the addition of search and rescue but without the problems of landing and take off by fixed wing UAVs.

Lt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
PAGE 9
The Maritime Mine HuntersIt is understood that the acquisition process will start again with the invite sent to Kangnam 

Corporation, Intermarine of Italy, Navantia of Spain, Lockheed Martin of US, ThyssenKrupp of Germany and Russian shipyardsLt General Naresh Chand (Retd)
PAGE 10
Exercise Paschim Lehar and Maldivian ImbroglioRecently concluded Exercise Paschim Lehar extensively tested and revalidated the operational plans and manoeuvres in a hostile maritime scenario on India’s Western seaboard.

Rear Admiral Sushil Ramsay (Retd)
PAGE 12
Friendship Across the Seas – MILAN 2018
From an event of sub-regional context, MILAN has now grown into a prestigious international event and encompasses participation by maritime forces from not just 

the Bay of Bengal and South East Asia but the larger Indian Ocean region.Rear Admiral Sushil Ramsay (Retd)
PAGE 13
Indo-French Naval Exercise – Varuna 2018
Rear Admiral Sushil Ramsay (Retd)
PLUS

News in Brief  
14Appointments 
15

COVER STORY

Despite the severe setbacks especially in submarine build-up plan causing serious 

capability gaps, Indian Navy’s acquisition and modernisation plans, spanning over three 

plan periods 2005-2022 are well on track, although some prestigious projects have 

missed the delivery milestones

PHOTOGRAPH: Indian Navy

n REAR ADMIRAL SUSHIL RAMSAY (RETD)

I
N SUPPORT OF THE nation’s growing strengths and responsibilities, the Indian Navy is determined to create and sustain a three dimensional; technology enabled and networked force capable of safeguarding our mari-time interests on the high seas and pro-jecting combat power across the littoral.The Indian Navy’s Maritime Military 

Strategy which flows from the above “Vision Statement” has adopted a generic capability building approach. Introducing the Vision, it stipulates, “The Indian Navy is today a potent and capable force which is highly regarded for its professional competence. The planned induction of advanced platforms and technology, and creation of modern infrastructure, prom-ise to boost the capabilities of the Service even further in the near future”.

Indian Navy’s Maritime Capability Perspective Plan
Aircraft Carrier Programme. The acqui-sition of extensively refitted and mod-ernised, former Russian ICBM carrier Admiral Gorshkov, commissioned as INS Vikramaditya has added new dimension to blue water capability of Indian Navy. INS Vikramaditya is currently the sole aircraft carrier engaged in extensive fly-ing operations with MiG 29K aircraft as 

Indian Navy’s Acquisition and Modernisation Plans

INS Vikramaditya has added new dimension to blue water capability of Indian Navy
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Material Specifications
 Only High-Resolution PDFs need to be submitted. 
 PDFs’ mode must pertain to only standard process colours, i.e. CMYK. 
 The PDFs should have colour identification clearly indicated outside the bleed area. 
 Accurate corner and centre marks also need to appear clearly. 
 Bleed advertisements to have extra trimming margin of 5mm on all the four sides. 
 All salient and live matter (not intended to be cut) should be at least 15mm inside from the trim edges. 
 Dimensions must correspond to the information as above.

additional information
Frequency: Bi-Monthly
Paper: 90/100 gsm Super Fine Art paper

dIMENSIONS REfERENCE

Full Page 
246 x 388 

Half Page
Vertical  
127 x 388 Half Page

Horizontal 
246 x 191 

Earing Panel-
Front Page 
Top Left
75 x 65

Half Page Horizontal  
522 x 191 

Full Page Double 
Spread 

522 x 388

Inside 2 spread
522 x 388

Inside 3 Spread
522 x 388

Island 
Page 

194.5x 
321.5 

format dimensions 
(width x height in mm)

Full Page 246 x 388

Full Page Double Spread 550 x 388

Island Page 194.5 x 321.5

Half Page Vertical 127 x 388

Half Page Horizontal 246 x 191

Half Page Double Spread 246 X 388

Quarter Page 127 x 165

One eighth Page 127 x 97

Earing Panel - Front Page 
Left Top

75 x 60

Back Cover 276 x 418

Inside 2 Spread 532 x 388

Inside 2 276 x 418

Inside 3 Spread 532 x 388

Inside 3 276 x 418

Quarter Page
127x 165

One 
Eighth 
Page
127 x 97 Back Cover

276 x 418

Inside 2
276 x 418

Inside 3
276 x 418
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 Publishers reserve the right to accept or refuse any advertisement without reason or notice.

 All the advertising prices (given separately) are subject to cancellation without notice.

  Should the advertiser or its agency fail to supply the printing material by the specified dates for submission, 

then the Publishers reserve the right to charge the full cost of the advertisement booked.

  All production work handled by the Publishers including reproduction from complete artwork/monochrome or 

reduction upto the specified size will be carried out at the cost and charged to the advertisers.

 Advertising Agency Commission as per usual and acceptable norms.

  Payments should be made either through Bank Transfer or Bank Draft in favour of  

SP GUIDE PUBLICATIONS PVT LTD, India within 30 days of receipt of invoice.

TERMS & CONdITIONS

adVERTISERS’ REfERENCE

Concern Avrora Scientific and 
Production Association

Arsenal

Atlas Elektronik

Almaz

Bombardier Special Mission 
Aircraft

Calzoni

CBD Rubin

Concern Agat

Dassault Aviation

Dassault Systemes

DCNS

Electrical Research and 
Development Association (ERDA)

Elbit Systems

Elettronica

Embraer

Eurosam

Eurotorp

Fincantieri

Finmeccanica

Ford

General Atomics

General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems

Concern Granit-Electron

HDW

Honeywell

Israel Aerospace Industries

IAI

KBP

Larsen & Tourbo

Locheed Martin Maritime

Marlog

MBDA

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders

Navantia

Naval Group

Northrop Grumman

Pipavav 

Rafael

Ratep

Raytheon IDS

Rheinmetall Defence

Rosoboronexport

Rubin Design Bureau

Saab 

Sagem

Sevreid

Siemens

ShinMaywa

Sikorsky

Textron Systems

Thales

Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems

Ultra Electronics

Zvyozdochka



CORPORaTE OffICE 
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New Delhi 110003, India.
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Fax: +91 (11) 24647093

E-mail: 
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